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SUBJECT: CDU/CSU FRANKTION MEETING IN BERLIN 

SUMMARY: WHILE SEPTEMBER 15-16 BERLIN MEETING OF CDU/CSU 
BUNDESTAG FRAKTION WAS DEVOTED PRIMARILY TO FORMULATION OF POSITION 
FOR (THEN) FORTHCOMING BUNDESTAG DEBATE ON BUDGET AND FISCAL 
POLICY, UNION LEADERS ALSO TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT 
PUBLICLY ON OSTPOLITIK, STATE OF INNER-GERMAN NEGOTIATIONS, 

AND, IN PARTICULAR, SCHMIDT GOVERNMENT S "NEGLECT" OF BERLIN'S 
INTERESTS. WITHIN CONTEXT OF PRESENT BUDGETARY DEBATE, 

UNION LEADERS DECLARED OPPOSITION TO ANY REDUCTION IN FEDERAL 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO CITY. AS CONCLUDING ACT OF FRANKTION 
MEETING. CDU CHAIRMAN KOHL DELIVERED HARD-HITTING CAMPAIGN 
SPEECH STRESSING NEED FOR CHANGE IN FRG'S POLITICAL COURSE 
AND ESTIMATING THAT UNION PARTIES HAD "REAL CHANCE" TO 
WIN 1976 ELECTIONS. END SUMMARY. 

2. CDU/CSU DUNDESTAG FRAKTION HELD ONE OF ITS PERIODIC 
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STAG BUILDING SEPTEMBER 15-16. AS ECPECTED, PRINCIPAL FOCUS 
OF MEETING WAS ON FORMULATION OF FRAKTION'S POSITION AND 
TACTICS FOR SEPTEMBER 17-18 BUNDESTAG DEBATE ON SCHMIDT 
GOVERNMENT'S CONTROVERSIAL BUDGET AND FISCAL POLICIES. 

UNION LEADER ALSO TOOK ADVANTAGE, HOWEVER, OF FRAKTION SESSION, 
SUBSEQUENT PRESS CONFERENCES, AND ANCILLARY PARTY RALLIES 
TO COMMENT ON SUBJECTS SUCH AS OSTPOLITIK, STATE OF INNER- 
GERMAN NEGOTIATIONS, AND, ABOVE ALL, ON BERLIN'S TIES WITH 
BUND. AS FINAL AND MOST POLITICAL ACT OF FRAKTION MEETING, 

CDU CHAIRMAN KOHL DELIVERED SPEECH GENERALLY REGARDED BY 
COMMENTATORS HERE AS SIGNALLING BEGINNING OF CDU S 1976 
ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN. 

3. FRAKTION LEADER CARSTERNS, MOST FREQUENT UNION SPOKESMAN 
DURING MEETING, INFORMED PRESS SEPTEMBER 15 THAT CDU/CSU 
INTENDED TO DEVOTE ITSELF MORE INTENSIVELY TO OSTPOLITIK IN 
NEAR FUTURE. FOLLOWING RETURN OF KOHL FROM PLANNED VISIT TO 
SOVIET UNION, FRAKTION WOULD IN PARTICULAR CONCERN ITSELF 
WITH IMPLEMENTATION OF FRG TREATY WITH POLAND. WITH REGARD 
TO INNER-GERMAN TALKS ON TRAFFIC IMPORVEMENTS, CARSTENS 

MADE IT CLEAR THAT CDU/CSU EXPECTED GDR TO SHARE PROPORTIONATELY 
IN COSTS OF RECONSTRUCTING BERLIN-HELMSTEDT AUTOBAHN; IT WAS 
SIMPLY NOT ACCEPTABLE THAT FULL FINANCIAL BURDEN SHOULD 
BE ASSUMED BY FRG. CARSTENS GAVE AS HIS VIEW THAT RE- 
CONSTRUCTION COSTS SHOULD BE INCORPORATED IN YET-TO-BE 
NEGOTIATED LUMP SUM PAYMENTS FOR 1976 AND ONWARDS. AS 
FURTHER DEMONSTRATION OF INTEREST IN DEVELOPMENT OF INNER- 
GERMAN RELATIONS, THREE UNION LEADERS MET IN EAST BERLIN 
WITH FRG PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE GAUS SEPTEMBER 16 FOR 
DISCUSSION ON HUMANITARIAN QUESTIONS. 

4. ONE OF PURPOSES OF PERIODIC CDU/CSU FRAKTION MEETINGS 
IN BERLIN IS TO HIGHLIGHT UNION PARTIES' CONCERN FOR CITY 
IN CONTRAST TO SPD (AND TO LESSER EXTENT FDP)" NEGLECT," 

AND AMPLE USE WAS TAKEN OF OPPORTUNITY TO DRIVE THIS POINT 
HOME. CARSTENS, CITING STALLED PLANS FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF 
NATIONAL FOUNDATION AS EXAMPLE, STRESSED THAT MORE SHOULD 
BE DONE GENERALLY TO STRENGTHEN BERLIN'S TIES WITH FEDERATION, 

AND HE CALLED UPON SCHMIDT GOVERNEMENT TO MAKE FAR GREATER 
EFFORTS THATN THERTOFORE TO BRING STATE VISITORS AND OTHER 
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FOREIGN GUESTS TO BERLIN. WITHIN CONTEXT OF PRESENT 
DEBATE, FRAKTION EXECUTIVE SECRETARY REDDEMANN EXPRESSED 
UNION PARTIES' VIEW THAT, DESPITE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT'S 
SERIOUS FINANCIAL STRAITS, BUDGETARY ASSISTANCE TO BERLIN 
SHOULD NOT BE REDUCED. AS PRACTICAL EVIDENCE OF CONCERN 
IN THIS REGARD, FRAKTION ANNOUNCED FORMATION OF STUDY GROUP 
HEADED BY BERLIN BUNDESTAG DEPUTY WOHLRABE TO REVIEW 
PROPOSALS RECENTLY ADVANCED FOR AMENDMENT OF BERLINFOER- 
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DERUNGSGESETZ. 

5. THEME OF BERLIN-FRG TIES WAS ALSO HEAVILY STRESSED 
BY BERLIN CDU CHAIRMAN AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
PRESIDENT LORENZ, WHO DECLARED THAT BERLIN SHOULD BE RE- 
GARDED AS MORE OF A NATIONAL ' OBLIGATION" OF GERMANS THAT 
HERETOFORE. ONLY THUS WOULD IT BE POSSIBLE TO BRAKE 
CONTINUING EMIGRATION FROM CITY. AT PARTY RALLY ON EVE 

OF FRAKTION SESSION. LORENZ CALLED UPON FRG TO TAKE MORE 
EFFECTIVE STEPS TO REPRESENT BERLIN'S INTERESTS IN NUMBER 
OF CONCRETE AREAS. STERN LEGAL MEASURES, FOR INSTANCE, 

SHOULD BE TAKEN AGAINST PERSISTENT BULGARIAN DISCRIMINATION 
AGAINST BERLIN OVERFLIGHTS TO TURKEY. LORENZ ALSO EXPRESSED 
REGRET THAT GOVERNING MAYOR SCHUETZ HAD NOT RESPONDED TO 
CDU OFFER FOR TALKS ON POSSIBILITY OF INCREASED GO VERNEMNT - 
OPPOSITION COOPERATION ON MATTERS OF INTERNAL SECURITY. 

6. CDU CHAIRMAN KOHL'S SPEECH TO FRAKTION MEMBERS SEPTEMBER 
16 WAS GENERALLY CHARACTERIZED AS AGGRESSIVE AND HARD- 
HITTING AND CLEARLY AN OPENING SALVO IN 1976 ELECTORAL 
CAMPAIGN. KOHL EMPHASIZED THAT TIME HAD COME FOR CHANGE 

IN POLITICAL COURSE IN FRG, AND HE CONFIDENTLY DECLARED 
THAT CDU/CSU STOOD "REAL CHANCE" TO EMERGE AS VICTOR IN 
1975. REPEATEDLY, KOHL REFERRED TO NEED FOR UNION TO 
DEMONSTRATE TO ELECTORS ITS CAPACITY TO GOVERN: HE URGED 
DEPUTIES TO CONCERN SELVES LESS WITH MINOR DAILY PRO- 
BLEMS AND FOCUS ON BROADER, MORE INTELLECTUAL ISSUES; HE 
CONFIRMED THAT HE WOULD ANNOUNCE SHADOW CABINET, AS PLANNED, 
IN OCTOBER, AND, PRESUMABLY WITH EYE TO CULTIVATING 
IMAGE OF RESPONSIBILITY, HE PRESSED FOR "COMMON ACTION" 

WITH COALITION GOVERNMENT "IN MATTERS CONCERNING THE 
NATION." IN EFFORT TO DAMPEN CONFLICT OF PERSONALITIES 
WITHIN CDU/CSU, KOHL DECLARED XTHAT PRESENT TIME WAS NOT 
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ONE FOR PUTTING ANY INDIVIDUAL IN LIMELIGHT BUT RATHER 
FOR UNION TO CLOSE RANKS. GEORGE 
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